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The Earth Shall Be Full of the Knowledge the Lord as the Waters Cover the Sea.-—Is a. xi. 9.
"Some trust in chariots and some in horses; but me will rememb er the name of the Lord our God.','— P s a .
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Laboring' i n P r a y e r .

"Epaphras, who is one of you, a
servant of Christ, saluteth you, always
laboring fervently for you in prayers,
that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God." (Col.
4:12).

T h e words in this passage represent a high water mark in the Bible
teaching regarding prayer. T h e word
here translated ''laboring fervently"
might more literally have been translated "agonizing," and is perhaps the
strongest word that could be employed. Its meaning we cannot at once
realize. It startles us. T o speak of
agony in connection with prayer might
seem to some unwise. It might seem
to insure our turning away from prayer. Yet there the word lies written by
the inspiration of the Spirit of God,
and full of the deepest teaching about
the manner of prayer.
T o understand the meaning of the
phrase "laboring in prayer" our best
plan is to turn to the Scriptures, that
we may see what light they throw
on it. W e shall confine ourselves at
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present to the teachings of the New
Testament, and only to a small part
of it, for the subject of prayer, like
the God to whom prayer is addressed,
is infinite, and the more we know of
it the more we feel that in the matter
of prayer we are only beginners. H o w ever long we may have known God,
we have need to come to Him, as the
disciples came to Him, with the request' ,"Lord, teach us how to pray."
In connection with prayer several
words are used in the New Testament.
With three of these we shall now
deal. Each of them has a separate
lesson for u s ; while taken together
they exhibit a progressive teaching,
leading u p to and culminating in the
word specially before us.
1. From the first of these words
comes the startling call.
BE

SOBER W H E N

You

PRAY.

- You may be startled at reading
such words, but they are the words
from the Book of God. If you turn
to I Peter 4 :J, you read in your Bibles,
" T h e end of all things is at h a n d ; be
ye therefore sober and watch unto
prayer." But if you turn to the Revised Version, which here, as elsewhere, is the more accurate, you find
the words run t h u s : "Be ye therefore
of sound mind and be sober unto
prayer." T h e word that is used is so
startling that commentators have tried
to explain it away. T h e word is
Nepho, and the literal meaning of it
is "to abstain from wine." It is used
six times in the New Testament, three
times by Paul ( I Thess. 5 :6, 8 ; 2 Tim.
4 : 5 ) , and three times by Peter ( I P e t .
1 113; 4 : 7 ; 5 :8). In four cases out of
the six, we have it translated "be
sober," and in the other two "watch."
It would have been better if uniformity of translation had been maintained.
F o r the message of this word is much
needed by all of us. W e must hear
and lay to heart the call, "Be sober
when you pray," if we are to learn to
pray, and in prayer to be led into that
fellowship with God in which the
soul finds its strength and blessedness.
F o r there are many things that intoxicate that are not wine. It is
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possible to be drunk with worldly
gaiety, and when the very brain is
reeling after indulgence in worldly
pleasure to approach God in prayer.
Many a young lady has come home
from the ball-room, and with her
whole being still in a whirl, has,
through force of habit, knelt down to
pray, and found it impossible.
It is possible to be drunk with
worldly business, and with a mind full
of business cares, business plans, business successes or failures to draw near
to the Holy God. It is possible to be
drunk with pride over some success
which we have achieved; it is possible
to be drunk with envy, because some
rival has outstripped us in the r a c e ;
it is possible to be drunk with anger,
because of some insult we have received ; it is possible to be drunk with vanity to which our friends have been
injudiciously ministering, and with our
little souls swelling with vanity, anger,
envy and pride to kneel down to pray.
But Peter tells us that prayer under
these circumstances is impossible.
Such feelings are definite, open hindrances to prayer, and must be set
aside. They must be repented of
and renounced if we are to know what
true fellowship with God is. P r a y e r
is an awful thing. God is very great.
Between us (at our best) and God
there is a great gulf. It will ever be
a wonderful thing that we are allowed
to pray at all. So the word before us
tells us that to the solemn exercise of
prayer we ought to bring a mind
humble, penitent, clear, sound. It is
not without meaning that prayer is
connected in Scripture with fasting.
It is to remind us of the reverence and
the self-abasement which becomes us
when we come into the presence of the
Holy God. "Be sober when you pray."
2. W e turn to a second word, and
from it comes the call,
B E AT L E I S U R E W H E N Y o u

PRAY.

W e find this message in 1 Cor. 715.
The Apostle Paul is there speaking
of the distractions of family life, and
virtually says that these are so sacred
that they are not to be set aside, unless
that be necessary to secure leisure for
(Continued on page 10.)
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—just what takes place today when
the Christian lives the separate life
with Christ. Then there was Abraham
the "friend of God" who went not
knowing whither he was going, who
believed God in the face of impossibility ; of Isaac the peaceable, of Jacob,
the schemer, of Joseph whose curses
were all turned into blessings and of
Moses who "endured as seeing him
who is invisible." W a s n ' t it a great
lesson ? Did it help your faith ? Does
your God-service mean more to you
than before? Certainly the studying
of these grand lessons ought to bring
us to a greater appreciation of the
Book of books and of the Christ it
makes known to us. W e add a few
paragraphs on this faith lesson from
the Sunday School Times written by
Annie Trumbull Slosson.
It will do
you good to read it.

The Associate Editors shall be equally responsible with the Editor for all articles
that appear in the Evangelical
ir<!s.
Visitor—Conference decision.

Oh, what a list of names this i s !
It's a list of them that lived before the
Master was on earth, that only believed
he'd come, and looked ahead to it. That
was faith, I tell you. It cost something to
hold that sort in them days. This is a
Entered at the Postoffice at Harrisburg, Pa., as
queer catalogue in some ways. For there's
second class mail matter.
no society folks in it, not a single one you
could ever think of as fashionable
or
'The date printed after your name on stylish. Noah, that old boat builder, working with his tarry hands, Abraham that set
the label denotes the time to which you
in his tent door and hurried out himself
have paid. Keep it in the future.
when visitors came to catch the calf for
killing and cooking, bringing in the butter
and milk with his own hands, as Scripture
EDITORIAL.
says, while his wife mixed up a baking of
bread.
Moses, the little foundling, firstoff, and later on tending sheep, and cattle;
What Did We Learn ?
David, the small red-cheeked shepherd lad;
Samuel, the boy that worked in the temple
"But we are not of them zwho draw for old Eli, these and many plain folks
back unto perdition; but of them that like them make up this wonderful faith-list.
They seem to belong, most of them, to
believe to the saving of the soul"
what's called the poorer classes, don't they?
( H e b . 10:39). After this verse comes That didn't make any difference this time.
' Nothing counted in this catalogue but one
the great faith chapter. W e r e you one thing, faith, and that was something likely's
of the millions who, in form at least, not they didn't any of them know they had,
't any rate didn't feel 't was uncommon to
studied that chapter in the lesson of
have it. And the ones Paul don't n a m e ;
June 13? W h a t did you learn ? As a someways they inteiest me most. I find
myself wishing that the time hadn't failed
result does your faith really give sub- Paul to tell of them. Those unknown,
humble,
not-heard-of folks, who did great,
stance—"a better and enduring subbrave things that chokes me all up to read
stance" (ch. 10:34) to the things you or speak about, who suffered such dreadful
for their faith. Stopping the mouths
hope for? Did you notice how right things
of lions they were thrown to, quenching
in the beginning, verse 4, sacrifice is the fire lighted to burn them, just escapin'
edge of the sword meant to cut them
brought in ? H o w our approach to God the
down, mocked at, beaten, shut up in prison,
is only by sacrifice? And how the stoned (maybe Paul's pen sort o' shook as
writ that word and thought of one, more
"more excellent sacrifice" was that in he
like an angel than a man, with shining face
which blood had been shed? " W i t h - lifted to the heavens as he prayed the dear
Lord to receive his spirit), cut to pieces,
out the shedding of blood there is no starved,
stabbed. I don't wonder that Paul
remission of sins." T h e Cain sacrifice when he'd ended that terrible list of torments puts in, his eyes a mite wet, I guess,
in self-effort, though beautiful and "Of whom the w-orld was not worthy."

ornate in its presentation finds no acceptance with God.
Then, did you
see how after access to God by sacrifice there comes the "walk with God ?"
Enoch walked with God in separation
and sanctification. H e was one mind
with God and thus could walk with
him and one day God asked him to go
home with him and "he was not for
God took him." Noah walked with
God too, and worked. By faith Noah
* * * prepared an ark. In working
God's work he condemned the world,

And did he feel just a litle sad like when
he wrote that after all they'd done and suffered and the good report they'd obtained
through their faith, they "received not the
promise?" 'Course we know it only means
they didn't live to see the Lord come to
earth or watch his living and dying for
them.
But they knew it without seeing,
and blessed are they that not seeing believe, you know. But God having provided
the better thing for us, we having known
all our lives long the story of the great
Sacrifice, we that have the whole wonderful story before us to read and study and
learn from, let's think hard and careful if
our faith could stand what theirs did and
not fail. Think, oh, just try to think what
it would be if our names could come into a
list like P a u l ' s ! Wouldn't you think it a

[July I, 1909.
glorious, blessed thing, to have it there,
even if it wasn't among the ones
whose
faith was dwelt on and told about
like
Abraham and Enoch and Moses, nor not
even among those that time failed to give
partic'lars of, like Gideon and Barak and
Samson, and Jephthah, but if you felt that
you had the least mite of a right to think
you might have been thought of and referred to even among the "these all," at the
very end.
General Conference

Minutes.

The Minutes of General Conference
of 1909 are ready. There is considerable more matter than last year and
hence the cost increases from year to
year as the matter is multiplied. The
net cost with postage included is
about 7^2 cents per copy, making eight
cents per single copy with postage.
More than one copy ?y2 cents, postage
or express included. There are a few
districts which have as yet not entered their orders. Would kindly ask all
those who have not placed their orders
to do so at once.
S.

R.

SMITH,

Permanent Conf. Sec'y.
In listening to a brother's preaching
lately we were impressed with the
fact that with some people repentance
is associated with penance, and penance carries with it the thought of
merit. W e are told of the conversion
of individuals where they prayed and
wept and repented, O so long, until
at last the Lord saw that it was sufficient, that he could now graciously accept the penitent, forgetting, or not
knowing that
"It is not thy tears of repentance or
prayers,
But the blood that atones for the soul."
In the New Scofield Reference Bible
wefindthe following note on the meaning of repentance:
Repentance is the translation of a
Greek word meaning "to have another
mind," "to change the mind," and is
used in the N . T. to indicate a change
of mind in respect of sin, of God, and
of self. This change of mind may,
especially in the case of Christians who
have fallen into sin, be preceded by
sorrow ( I I Cor. 7:8-11), but sorrow
for sin, though it may " w o r k " repentance, is not repentance. T h e son
in Matt. 21 -.28, 29 illustrates true repentance. Saving faith ( H e b . 11:39)
includes and implies that change of
mind which is called repentance. In
the parable referred to (Matt. 21:28,
29) the son first refused to go and
work in his father's vineyard, but
afterwards he repented, changed his
mind, and went. In Luke 15 we have
another illustration of repentance. T h e
lost son deliberately went away from
his father's house; he had an exper-
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ience of misery in the far country;
when he came to himself he repented,
got a changed mind issuing in a return
to the father, and confession, and restoration. So it is true that to quit
sinning, ceasing to do evil, is a better
proof of repentance than floods of
bitter tears and long nights of prayer
if sin is not forsaken. In David we
have the case of a saint falling into
grievous sin. To be restored again to
communion with God there must needs
be the brokenheartedness, the confession, the cry for mercy, for pardon, for cleansing as expressed in
Psalm 51. The repentance of the
Scriptures necessarilly will issue in a
changed life, a new life wlhich is
more than reformation.
"No reformation will suffice,
'Tis life poor sinners need."
"When Jesus comes to reward his
servants." Believers are saved wholly
and entirely by the grace and favor of
God. There is no condemnation to
those who are "in Christ" (Rom.
8:1) because of God's acceptance of
the sacrificial offering which Christ
made of himself. He "was offered up
for our offences and raised again for
our justification." This being true
then salvation will not be in question
when Jesus comes to reward his servants. When the apostle in II. Cor.
5:10 says, "For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the things
done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or
bad," he has in mind the judgment of
the believer's works, not sins. His
sins have been atoned for and are "remembered no more forever" (Heb.
10:17), but every work must come
into judgment, and the result will be
"reward" or "loss" (of the reward)—
Scofield. This being the case
"Horn careful then ought I to live,
With what religions fear,
Who such a strict account must give,
For my behavior here."
John in his second epistle exhorts the
"elect lady and her children" to beware being thus deceived by the antiChrist because being thus deceived
they would lose the things they had
wrought and fail of receiving a full
reward. Paul looked forward to the
reward when he says, "I am now
ready to be offered up and the time
of my departure is at hand. I have
fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith:
henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
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me at that day." In order that he
might not fail of the reward—prize—
he would keep his body under. And
he exhorts us, Heb. 12 :i,2, to lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so
easily beset us and "run with patience
—perseverance—the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus."
"Look to Jesus! Christian look,
Thy dear natme is in his book,
Read it there and with delight,
Humbly seek perfection's height.
"Look to Jesus! Joy in life,
Cure for sin, and end of strife
Life in death and endless bliss,
Where the blessed Sainor is."
We have received from one of the
elders who was present at the love
feast to which we referred in an editorial note in our last issue, a verykind word of admonition. While he
admits there is "some little truth" in
our article he kindly advises us that
our way of going about its correction
was not brotherly, in that we spread it
abroad through the VISITOR instead of
admonishing the ministers on the
spot. In this we stand corrected, and
will not by any word of defense or extenuation try to weaken the brotherly
reproof. We invited correction. It
matters little how much we be humiliated, only so that, in some way,
even by our mistakes, "Christ be
magnified." We regret that we hurt
the brethren.
After more than forty years of
faithful service as editor of the
Church Advocate, the organ of the
churches of God, Rev. C. H. Forney,
D. D., retires from his post of duty.
He served faithfully in his office and
has enjoyed the confidence and respect
of the people for whose good he labored, and, we trust, has the consciousness of God's approval. We shall
miss his instructive editorials. His
successor is Dr. S. G. Yahn, who has
held the position of Assistant Editor
for a number of years. Thus workmen step out but the work must. go
on, and God finds his workmen as he
has need of them.
We are glad to give room on our
editorial pages for any articles that
our Associate Editors may feel to contribute. We are pleased to have our
newest associate, Bro. E. H. Hess,
take up the work in this issue as will
be seen by his article introductory to
an exposition of the Four Judgments.
His contributions will no doubt be
read with much interest and prove instructive to the readers.

Scriptural J u d g m e n t s .

As legal citizens of a country we
are amenable to the laws thereof. A
violation of such laws makes us subject to penalties commensurate with
the offence. The criminal is brought
to our courts of justice to be judged.
However it is a painful fact that in
our human made courts, justice frequently miscarries. Our hope is in
Christ who shall send forth judgment
to victory and in his name shall the
Gentiles trust.
The ordinary scales is used as a
judgment or measure of weight, the
gallon the judgment or measure of
volume and the Bible the judgment
or measure of character. Scales wear
out by use and thus lose their judging
qualities but the pivots of the Word
never corrode nor do the edges become blunt by service. Unscrupulous
vendors sometimes fix their scales to
increase their gains. In like manner
unscrupulous V. D. M's. do the same
with the Word. They fail to learn the
lesson of Belshazzar's life who was
weighed in God's balances and found
wanting.
Judgment is a reckoning process—
a settling of accounts where shortages
must be accounted for. Man often
errs in his judgment but the judgment
of God is according to truth. We are
in the time of God's long suffering
(2 Pet. 3:9, 10). In God's dealing
with Isreal we see how his judgments
were ofttimes immediate and summary. For instance, Korah and his
band, and Achan. In this our day
wickedness is flowing at high ebb in
both high and low places. People
openly deny and even defy God or
his Son without summary punishment
being meted out to them. The wicked often prosper more than the true
child of God, from the world's standpoint, at least. These and other like
facts weakens the faith of some and
helps to bring them into unbelief.
The trouble is we forget that "it is
not all of life to live or all of death
to die." Let us not forget that a
reckoning day is coming for us all
when every secret thing whether it
be good or whether it be evil will be
brought in judgment before God.
There are at least four judgments
spoken of in the Word which we anticipate considering in the future.
They are, 1st. The judgment of sin.
2nd. The judgment seat of Christ.
3rd. The judgment of the nations
4th. The judgment of the Great
White Throne.—H
(Editorial concluded on page 12, column 3.)
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NEWS OF CHURCH ACTIVITY
IN THE

HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS
A d d r e s s e s of M i s s i o n a r i e s .
Africa.
H. P . Steigerwald, Grace Steigerwald,
Mary Heisey, Matopo Mission, Bulawayo,
South Africa..
H. Frances Davidson, Adda G. Engle,
Myron Taylor, Jesse and Dorcia Wenger,
Choma, N. W. Rhodesia, South Africa.
Harvey J. and E m m a Frey, Elizabeth
Engle, Mtshabezi Mission; Levi and Sallie
Doner, Mapane Mission, Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa.
T h e following are not under the F . M. B . :
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P . O. (Intokozo Training School), via
Zurfontein, Transvaal, South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, Box 116,
Fordsburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. I,., Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, No. 6 Sudder Bazaar, Dilkushi, Lucknow, India.
The following are not under the F . M. B . :
D. W. and Mrs. D. W. Zook, Sripat,
Purunia. Bankura district, Bengal, India.
J. H. and Anna
Sparrow,
Raghunathpur P . O., Manbhoom district, India.
Elmina Hoffman. Kedgaon, Poona Dist.,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, Tank Road,
Bombay, India.
Central

America.

Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.
Our City M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia, 3423 N. Second street, in
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
Buffalo, N. Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George W h i s ler and Sister Effie Whisler.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead St. In
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. L.
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 737 Ninth
street. Church, Thirteenth and University Ave. In charge of Eld. J. R. and
Sister Anna Zook.
Toronto, Ont., Mission in charge of Webster and Martha Burtch, 855 Lansdowne a r e .
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas, Okla., in
charge of A. L. and Anna Eisenhower.
Harvest Meetings.
Ringgold, Md., District.
At Bro. F. Kipe's, east of Waynesboro,
Pa., on Saturday, July 31, morning and
afternoon.
Rapho District, Lancaster Co., Pa.
At Bro. Benj. G. Shelley's home, on
July 24, in the afternoon.
At Bro. Daniel B. Wolgemuth's home on
August 7, in the afternoon.
All are cordially invited.
PHILADELPHIA

MISSION.—"Blessed

are

the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven." (Matt. 5:3.) W h o are the
poor in spirit? Among men those are
counted poor who are destitute of what this
world calls good and the poor in spirit are
those who have no riches spiritually, and
befng sensible of their low and undone
condition they labor under great dejection
and are ready to say even in laughter, my
heart is sorrowful arid the end of mirth is
heaviness.
(Prov.
14:13.)
Even
in
laughter the heart is sorrowful and the end

VISITOR.

of that mirth is heaviness. They behold
themselves as destitute of every spiritual
good: such are the poor in spirit. What
is the kingdom of heaven? "Neither shall
they say, Lo here or lo there, for behold
the kingdom of God is within you."
(Luke 17:21.) Jesus Christ himself is called the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 3:2, 3 ) ,
"and saying repent ye, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand; for this is he that was
spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying,
the voice of one crying in the wilderness,
prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight," and its very hard for them '
that fancy themselves rich to deny themselves and enter this kingdom, to, strip
themselves and by putting on the Lord
Jesus Christ, to be found clothed in his
righteousness. "But of him are ye in
Christ Jesus who of God is made unto us
wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption." (I. Cor. 1 : 3 a )
"Theirs is the kingdom of heaven." H o w
did the kingdom of heaven become the
property of the poor in spirit? Observe,
it does not say, "theirs shall be," but
"theirs is the kingdom of heaven." H o w
became it theirs? By the love of God and
the gift of God. " F o r God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son."
(John 3:16.) "Herein is love not that we
loved God, but that he loved us." (I. John
4:10.)

In what
their
blessedness
consists.
"Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven." T h u s it is evident the possession of Christ is the cause
of their blessedness. They are blessed in
the enjoyment of him. they are blessed in
Christ Jesus with all spiritual blessings.
H e is their wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption. Jesus is unto us
all we need, and his church is made up of
humble self-abased contrite souls. A man
must be emptied of self before he can be
filled with Christ. H e must become poor
in spirit before he can become rich in
grace. James 4 :6-io. " B u t he giveth more
grace; wherefore he says, God resisteth the
proud but giveth grace unto the humble:
submit yourselves therefore to God, resist
the devil and he will flee from you; draw
nigh to God and he will draw nigh to you.
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify
your hearts, ye double-minded, be afflicted
and mourn and weep; let your laughter be
turned to mourning and your joy to
heaviness;-humble yourselves in the sight
of the Lord and he shall lift you up.
Speak not evil one of another, brethren,
Any man who lives beneath the dignity of a
Christian is poor spirited.
I have been making pleas for clothing
and other things that are needful and I
want to say again, remember us on those
lines for truly we can make good use of
them. Much is needed, the poor we always have with us and if we will we can
do them good; and now may the richest
blessing of God rest and abide upon all
God's people is our earnest wish and
prayer.
From your brother and sister,
PETER STOVER AND WIEE.

$423 N. Second

St., Philadelphia,

Pa.

Self-discipline,
self-denial, selfconquest, self-direction, and self-development, these are the five golden
steps which lead upward to the throne
of sonship and true freedom.
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IiOve F e a s t R e p o r t s .
NOTTAWA, ONT.—According to

the

an-

nouncement in the E. V. the brethren of
Nottawa district, Ont., met for love feast
on June 12. The day being a beautiful
one, was favorable for the occasion, as
baptism was to be performed. T h e forenoon and part of the afternoon till about
3 p. m. was spent in singing, testimony and
exhortation of Scripture by Bishop H. R.
Heise, of Markham district. W e were
glad for his presence with us and also his
good instructions.
The brethren, two weeks previous to this,
held a meeting for the receiving of applicants for baptism, when twelve were received by the right hand of fellowship.
Eleven of those were boys and girls ranging fiom ten to eighteen years of age, and
one was a married woman. They all made
a start in the meetings held by Bro. J. W .
Hoover last Winter. After 3 o'clock they
went to the stream, and there before God
and many witnesses, they followed the example of Jesus and were baptized. May
they be faithful to their vow.
ISAAC S W A L M .

M A R K H A M , O N T . — O u r love feast was
held according to appointment on June 5
and 6, and was true to name. There were
a number of brethren and sisters present
from Wainfleet, Pelham, Cayuga and Nottawa, for which we were glad. Elder
Charles Baker and Bro. Lafayette Shoalts
were with us, and preached the word with
power. W e held a few meetings previous
to the love feast. T e n were baptized as a
lesult of the meetings held last Winter,
and we expect more will follow, for which
we feel to praise God.
Yours in Christian fellowship,
H . R. H E I S E .
BROWN COUNTY, K A N S . — T h e love

feast

held here June 12, 13 was a season of joy
and encouragement to the people of God
at this place. The attendance was good
thioughout and we hope all who were present enjoyed the meetings. There were
about twenty-four visitors fiom different
parts of the brotherhood with us which
was quite an encouragement to us, as our
number is small. May God reward them
for coming to us. Elder Jacob N. Engle,
Bro. Peter Steckley, of Canada, and Bro.
Samuel Eyer, of California, were the visiting ministers present, who brought unto us
words of life and encouragement
from
God's word, in love and with power. On
Sunday afternoon six souls followed the
Lord in the ordinance of baptism, of whom
one is a father aged 69.
May God help us all to be faithful to
him.
Your brother,
ARCHIE BYER.

W E S T MILTON, O.—The annual love
feast at the Highland church, Miami
county, Ohio, on June 5, 6, was a time
of refreshing. T h e attendance was unusually large. A very interesting communion service was held on Saturday evening.
The testimony meeting, which
began
early Sunday morning, was especially inspiring. Many of the dear saints from
adjoining districts came to our help. These
services were followed by preaching by
Elder John H . Smith, of Wayne county,
Ohio, and others.
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Four dear souls were received into church
fellowship. The Lord bless and sustain
them.
BENJ.

CASSEL.

WILMOT, O N T . — T h e love feast held at
the Rosebank M. H., June 19, 20, was a
time of refreshing and encouragement for
the saints in God's service. Love and unity
prevailed which is what always should be
and only then can we fulfill the teachings
of the. Redeemer. Visitors were present
from Nottawa, Howick and Hay townships,
as also the members of the Waterloo district.
COR.
SILVERDALE, P A . — O u r Spring love feast
was held at the Silverdale, Bucks county,
M. H., May I. 2. It was a real nice spiritual feast, and love and unity seemed to prevail. The attendance and attention was.
good and a number of brethren and sisters
were present from other districts. The
ministering brethren were Bro. J. H .
Myers, of Mechanicsburg, Pa., S. R. Smith,
H . K. Kreider and C. M. Engle, of the
Dauphin and Lebanon district; S. G.
Engle, of Philadelphia, who together with
our home ministry brethren, spoke the word
of God, and the believers were edified and
encouraged.
GRATERSFORD, P A . — T h e love feast was
held at the Gratersford,
Montgomery
county, Pa., M. H., June 5-6. Quite a
number gathered in the forenoon of the
first day and after the discourses of several
brethren the congregation proceeded to the
water where one brother and four sisters
were baptized. The afternoon
and the
evening services were spiritual and edifying and a large number of members came
from other districts and all seemed to be
encouraged in the w'ork of the Lord. The
visiting ministers were Jacob L. Brubaker,
of Lebanon county; Brothers C. O. Lehman, J. L. Heisey and C. N. Hostetter, of
Lancaster county; S. G. Engle, of Philadelphia, who with our home ministers,
handled the word in the Spirit and with
power.
H E N R Y P. ROSENBERCER,

Correspondent.
Souderton,

Pa.

I n d i a Correspondence.
Dear readers of the VISITOR: "The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field." " H e that
soweth the good seed is the Son of m a n ;
the field is the world; the good seed are the
children of the kingdom."
W e are in a great field where much evil
seed is being sown by an enemy, whose
constant effort is to choke out the good
seed that it may not come to its proper
growth and perfection. H i s servants are
working day and night to please him.
They are very wise with their theories, and
have choked out some of the good seed
that has been sown in faith since we came
to India. W e also have learned that the
seed of kindness is abused and imposed
upon. W e need more wisdom to deal
justly with these people. W e pray daily
to our heavenly Father for more wisdom,
and we request you to help us in this
prayer.
W e have opened a school for Zenana women and children among the poor class,
with the help of a Christian teacher. It
means something to work among a class

of- this kind whose habits are not cleanly,
and who are not properly clothed. They
are taught to read, spell, write, mathematics and also singing, and Bible stories
are related to them. The Christian teacher
is a poor widow with four little children.
She is willing to work for the small sum of
Rs. 12-0 ($4.00) per month. The school
was started by' Sister Landis' efforts and is
under her supervision. The second week
there were eight women and twenty-two
children on the toll, and we expect many
more. W e trust God will open the w%y for
them. They all seem to be very anxious
for their books, and learn very nicely. Some
are taking up the English language. Some
can pay for their books, others are very
poor and we must supply them out of the
school fund. W e expect also to have a
Sunday-school in the near future; to start
it at once might make them suspicious of
our motives, as they might think we meant
to compel them to accept Christianity, and
then not come at all.
The starting of this school was made possible by Bro. Landis of Oklahoma, sending
us $22.00, being a free-will offering from
the Sunday-school children. W e thought
proper to use it for this purpose.
I hope all the little children will rejoice
that their money is being spent for the poor
little children in India, who have not the
privileges as the children in the United
States. All the children who wish to help
in this good work can make it known to
their Sunday-school teacher or Superintendent who will see that the donations are
properly sent.
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL.

Donations

Received.

Okla. S. S

$22 00
Expenditures.

Teacher,
House rent,
Matting,
Lock,
Gariy hire,
Black-board and Sign-board,
Books and chalk,

$4 00
64
12
16
48
- 38
32

Total,
Bal. on hand,

$6 10
$15 90

W e are thankful for the donation. It is
encouraging to know that we all can be
workers for Jesus. W e meet with many
difficulties along the way, but when we
consider we must say they are good for us.
W e are all in our usual health, which is
one of the greatest of blessings, and we
hope the dear readers are also blessed with
the same.
Remember us in your prayers.
Yours for the cause of Christ,
A M O S AND K A T I E MUSSER.

6 Sudder Bazar,
Dilkusha,
India. May 20, 1909.

Lucknozv,

A n A g e d Sister's Letter.
Dear editor: W e are commanded to
give thanks for all good things, so I will
thank you for the report you gave in June
1, VISITOR about the Conference at Abilene, Kans. It almost seemed as though I
could hear you talk. I am waiting to hear
more of it, and I hope much good was
done in the way of building up God's kingdom. I thank all of the dear brothers and
sisters for their good articles. It is food
to my soul. I don't get to hear the gospel

preached very often. I hear what are
called sermons, but no food, only talk that
don't even make one feel like saying, Amen.
1 am very much pleased with the article in
May 1 number, page 9. It expresses my
feelings as I am one that loves a gospel
sermon full of love, and about our elder
Brother, Jesus Christ, and how he has redeemed us, and of his keeping power. It
does my soul good to hear how God is
dealing with his children.
I am so glad I am redeemed, washed
and cleansed, saved and so filled with the
love of God that I just think I must help
othei s to have this love. I want to drop
words of kindness to all I meet for we
never know when it will be the last time
we shall meet. Then when we hear of
one's death we will remember the last we
heard them speak and the last testimony
we heard from them. O let us all be alive
in this work so all about us can see that
we are living for a home beyond the grave,
a house not made with hands. When a
brother or sister whose writing frequently
appears in the VISITOR drops out and don't
write for a good while, O how I miss
them.
I do miss Sister Bertha Boulter's welcome letters, and I fear she, or some one
of her dear family, is sick, and I remember
her in my prayers. I am trying to be contented in my lot in my old days, as I am
not permitted to be with the saints in worship any more as formerly. Remember
such as can't be with you any more. And
you who can preach through the VISITOR
don't forget to do so. I can hardly wait
for the next one to come.
I am glad the new Hymnal is so favorably received. I hope to be able to have
one too when I can conveniently get one.
I will now close lest I weary the readers.
I bid farewell to all who read these lines.
The remarks are broken, but I did as the
widow, gave as I could.
From a weak sister so far as doing good
is concerned, but so filled with the love of
God that I want to do all I can.
LYDIA OTEWALT.

North

Hampton,

Ohio.

A Letter of E n c o u r a g e m e n t .
Dear O n e s : I feel like telling you what
the dear Lord has done for us. I feel like
praising my dear Maker and to give him
all the honor and glory, for his marvelous
work towards me. H e has
wonderfully
cared for me and strengthened me in soul
and body. Since I was taken sick last
Spring I often weep and feel my nothingness because the dear Lord was' so good
to me. But, praise God, it made me
stronger in faith, and I want to try, by the
grace and help of God, to live more
honestly and true to our dear heavenly
Father.
Oh, dear friends, I do realize it is so
important to live a t i u e Christian life.
Dear ones, I feel happy in the Lord and
am so glad the dear Lord claims me for
one of his children. I am so glad that I
gave my heart to Jesus. I find it is so
sweet to trust in him and to lean upon
his arms.
We are unable to do anything without
his strong and powerful hand. There is
such a comforting hymn in our new hymnbook.
(Continued on page 12.)
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS.
T h e y A r e N a i l e d to t h e Cross.
There was one who was willing to die in
my stead,
That a soul so unworthy might live;
And the path to the cross he was willing to
tread,
All the sins of my life to forgive.
CHORUS.

They are nailed to the cross,
They are nailed to the cross,
Oh how much he was willing to bear;
With what anguish and loss,
Jesus went to the cross,
And he carried my sins with him there.
H e is tender, and loving, and patient with
me,
While he cleanses my heart of its dross;
But there's no condemnation, I know I am
free,
For my sins are all nailed to the cross.
I will cling to my Savior, and never depart,
I will joyfully journey each day;
With a song on my lips and a song in my
heart,
That my sins have been taken away.
For

the
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The Anti-Chri»t—His F i n a l Doom.
B Y N O A H ZOOK.

A few more thoughts concerning
this notable person of the above name
also called the " M a n of Sin."
(II
Thess. 2 : 3 ) , also called that, "Wicked," ( I I Thess. 2:8) " T h e n shall
that Wicked be revealed whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of
his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming."
A notable event recorded in Rev 12,
will also (as we believe according to
Scripture) be fulfilled while the antichrist is showing his power and
authority, "And there was W a r in
Heaven, Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon and the
dragon fought and his angels, and
prevailed not, neither was their place
found any more in heaven, and the
great dragon was cast out, that old
Serpent, called the Devil and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole w o r l d : H e
was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him. And
I heard a loud voice saying in heaven,
N o w is come salvation and strength,
and the kingdom of God, and the
power of his Christ, for the accuser
of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and
night. And they overcame him by
the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony and they loved not their lives unto the deatjh.
Therefore rejoice, ye heavens and ye
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabitants of the" earth and of the sea!
for the devil is come down unto you
having great wrath, because he knoweth he hath but a short time." (Rev.
12 7 - 1 2 ) .

It is the candid opinion of t h e
writer that the devil will be on this
earth in person during (possibly) the
last three and one half years (or
forty-two months) of the rule and
reign of the Anti-christ. W h a t an
awful time that will be for those who
are not ready, watching when the
Lord comes for his saints. Cold professors,
formal
church
members,
woridly minded, and those tied up in
oath-bound lodges with the ungodly,
we believe will all have to face the
awful things that are coming upon the
earth, while the ready ones have gone
to be with Jesus (John 14:3). While
these redeemed ones are in heaven
the Marriage of the Lamb will take
place as recorded in Rev. 19:7, and
soon after this John says, "And I
saw heaven opened and behold a white
horse and he that sat upon him was
called Faithful and T r u e and in righteousness he doth judge and make
war. His eyes were as a flame of
fire, and on his head were many
c r o w n s ; and he had a name written,
that no man knew but he himself.
And he was clothed with a vesture
dipped in blood; and his name is
called " T h e W o r d of God." W e believe this to be same one as referred
to by Daniel 7:13, 14. Also Matt.
2 4 : 3 c " A n d he hath on his vesture,
and on his thigh a name written,
King of kings and Lord of lords."
(Rev. 19:16). "And I saw the beast
and the kings of the earth and their
armies, gathered together to make w a r
against him that sat on the horse and
against his army. And the beast was
taken and with him the false prophet
that wrought miracles before him, with
which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast and them
that worshipped his image.
These
were both cast alive into a lake of
fire burning with brimstone."
H e r e we have God's record of the
end of the career of this man of sin
and his associate on this earth but by
no means their annihilation. W e believe in a literal fulfillment of the
above prophecy concerning the man
of sin, the "Anti-christ." In Rev. 20
we read of the fate of that old Serpent
the Devil. John says, "I saw an
angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and
a great chain in his hand. And he
laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent which is the devil, and Satan and
cast him into the bottomless pit, and
shut him up, and set a seal upon him,
that he should deceive the nations
no more, till the thousand years should
be fulfilled; and after that he must
be loosed for a little season."
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This leads us on to write some on
the thousand years which are to follow
the fulfillment of the above, called the
"Millennium."
Being requested we
will endeavor to write on that subject
later so we live and the Lord will.
F o r the present we close with I I
Cor. 13:11.
Goodman, Mo., June 13, ipop.
• m *

Repentance.

W h a t is it ? I read a little verse the
other day giving a good definition of
repentance. It is as follows :
"Repentance is to leave
The sins zve loved before,
And shozv thai zve in earnest
By doing so no more."

grieve

T h e outward form of repentance is
changing one's mind or purpose, and
if it is a true repentance, there will be
more than the outward change; there
will also be a change in the inner disposition as is described by Paul in
Ephesians 4:22, 23, 24. "That ye put
off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts and
be renewed in the spirit of your mind,
and that ye put on the new man,
which, after God, is created in righteousness and true holiness."
Then we have the two kinds of
repentance to consider.
There are
people who wonder why they do not
get that peace and the assurance of the
forgiveness of their sins, which God's
people possess. This is due to the
fact that a false repentance is very
often mistaken for the true repentance. W e come in contact with people, who while they are in the church,
listening to a heart touching sermon,
will tremble at the thought of their
sins, will weep on account of them
and be frightened at the thought of
being punished for them. But they
do not surrender themselves to Christ.
They do not have faith. They will
not trust Him. Their sorrow for their
sins is only for the time being and
when they are away from the services,
they continue on in their old sinful
life.
Again, we have others, who when
they see the life other Christians are
living, have a longing to be like them
and think what a nice thing it would
be to be one of Christ's children and
are almost persuaded to be Christians
but it goes no further and it ends with,
being almost persuaded. Then, there
are those, who will change their minds
and will renounce some of their former sins and resolve to live a better life,
but it is not a true repentance; it
does not come from the heart. It is
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merely for self-gratification, for all
too soon they will go back to their sins
again.
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this by the result of repentance. If
it were a mere matter of will power
it could not produce a lasting change
in our lives but after repentance, we
are born again and are cleansed from
our sinfulness and are given a new
heart and a new spirit and we shall
keep God's judgments and do them.
Psalms 51 :io, "Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me." Repentance is necessary
to salvation. Luke 13:3, "Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish."

T I M E TO R E P E N T .

W e must repent before we depart
from this life, since after we are dead,
Another form of false repentance
we cannot have another probation or
is, that we may confess our sins to
opportunity to repent and turn to God
God and m a n and yet not have the
and be saved as some doctrines teach
hatred for sin that we must have if
but it must be done in this life as is
we are truly repentant.
Repentance
plainly taught in 2 Corinthians, 5th
is not merely turning over a new leaf,
Chapter, 10th verse, " F o r we must all
resolving to do better or be almost
appear before the judgment seat of
persuaded t o give ourselves to Christ,
Christ that every one m a y receive the
but repentance means " T h a t the wickthings done in his body according to
ed will forsake his way and the unthat he hath done, whether it be good
righteous man his thoughts, and will
Before we repent, we feel a longing ro bad." W e should repent without
return unto the Lord for H e will have or desire for something. W e are not delay for we know not at what hour
satisfied with the life we are living. the Son of M a n cometh. God now
mercy upon him, and to our God for
W e tire of the pleasures in which we commandeth all men everywhere to
H e will abundantly pardon.''
have been engaged heretofore and
repent because there is a day appointT r u e repentance does no( mean in
begin
to
think
earnestly
of
our
coned in which H e will judge the world
every instance that we will have a
dition,
and
this
is
followed
with
a
in righteousness by that man whom
terrible conviction of sin before we
godly
sorrow
for
our
sins
a
n
d
we
long
H e hath ordained, wherein H e hath
repent. A great many people have
this mistaken idea and think they do for God's forgiveness for our past given assurance unto all men that H e
W e go to God in prayer, hath raised H i m from the dead. W e
not feel themselves enough of a sin- follies.
earnestly
petitioning H i m for forgive- should not delay another day before
ner. This is an error.
Repentance
ness,
and
God is willing to forgive we repent for before the dawning of
is a hatred or loathing of sin and a
anyone
if
he
will only turn away from another day, it m a y be too late, but
turning away from it, and to deterhis
sins
and
surrender himself fully we should resolve like the Prodigal
mine with God's help to forsake it.
to
H
i
m
to
be
used for H i s service.
A truly repentant person will not
Son, w h o said, " I will arise and go
W
e
cannot
come
to Christ except we unto m y Father, and will say unto
laugh or scoff at sin in any person
repent of our sins and turn away him, Father, I have sinned against
but it will cause him grief in no matter
from
them.
what form it appears, because when
Heaven and in they sight." To-day is
we are repentant, we will have a hatred
W e read in the olden times how the time. "To-day, if we will hear
for sin and sympathy for the sinner. that people brought gifts to God in His voice, harden not your hearts."
( P r e p a r e d by Pansy Shreadly and
A man may think that his sins have order to gain H i s favor and would
been too great, that he cannot become fast and assume an attitude of humil- read at o u r Thursday evening Bible
ity and would try and make their Study, Harrisburg, P a . — E D I T O R . )
repentant enough for them. But this
is not so for that would be denying the prayers for pardon effectual, and even
For the EVANC.ET.ICAL VISITOR.
in this day, we have those who give
power of Jesus' blood, which was shed
Testimony.
for the remission of sins. W e should m o n e y ' t o the different churches and
M A M I E B. SHEARER.
get rid of this feeling and believe as charitable institutions with seemingly
we are taught, that " T h o u g h our sins the same object. T h a t is, to obtain
Dear readers of the VISITOR, I greet
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as God's favor or forgiveness of their
you in the name of Jesus.
snow, though they be red like crimson, sins by their gifts of charity but God
I felt t o w r i t e for the V I S I T O R for
they shall be as wool."
does not desire these things. Hosea
what the Lord has done for me. I can
5 :6, "They shall go with their flocks
There is always sorrow connected
not praise him enough for what he is
and
with their herds to seek the Lord,
with a true repentance. W h e n we
doing for me. F o r if we are always
become repentant, we will always but they shall not find H i m . H e hath
willing to obey him we can have it
Himself
from
them."
show more or less sorrow for our past withdrawn
good. I am glad he called me in
life. Some of the things that point Hosea 6:6, " F o r I desired mercy and my young years before I walked so far
to a true repentance are shown in the not sacrifice, and the knowledge of
out in sin. Before I h a d a start, I
first four Beatitudes. W e are poor God more than burnt offerings." prayed to the Lord to make me willin spirit; we mourn for our sins; we Jer. 6:20, " T o what purpose cometh ing. I was thinking still of what my
are meek; and we hunger and thirst there to m e incense from Sheba and companions would say. B u t when I
the sweet cane from a far country. made a start they did not say any
after righteousness. I n the story of
Y o u r burnt offerings are not accept- thing to me.
the Prodigal Son, we have a picture of
a true repentance, which illustrates able nor your sacrifice sweet unto m e . "
W h e n we had revival meeting at
Psalms 50:9, 10, " I will take no flock
how God rejoices over the return of
Shearer's Meeting House I was heava wanderer. Luke 15:24. "For-this, out of thy house, nor he-goats out of
ily convicted the last evening, but Iwas
my son, was dead and is alive again. thy folds for every beast of the fornot willing. Then we had prayerH e was lost and is found."
ect is mine and the cattle upon a thousmeeting Sunday evenings at MasterThere are, no doubt, some who be- and hills." B u t there is a sacrifice sonville. When the meeting was closlieve that it is only a matter of exer- that we can make that will be pleasing ed a brother came to m e and talked
cising will power to become repent- to God, and it is that of a broken and with m e a little and asked me whether
ant, but by a careful study of this, contrite heart. Psalms 51:17, " T h e they shall pray for me. I said, Y e s .
I think we will see that it is the spir- sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. O, I am so glad that I said yes that
A broken and contrite heart, O God, evening. W e can enjoy ourselves so
itual forces, and behind these, God,
that move us to action. W e can see Thou wilt not despise."
good in this Christian life ; what would
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we do if our Saviour would not have
shed his blood for us that we might
be saved.
O, we have so many unsaved people
who are yet out in sin. My prayer
is that they may give their hearts to
God before it is too late, for we know
that Jesus will come in the clouds of
heaven. O we want to be ready when
he comes.
My earnest desire is to work on in
this way. I am not tired; what would
we want more than Jesus. My prayer
is that I may be unspotted from the
world. I can say with that hymn:
"My Jesus I love Thee, I know Thou
art mine;
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign;
My gracious Redeemer my Saviour
art Thou,
If ever I loved Thee my Jesus 'tis

new."
I ask a deep interest in your prayers
for me, that I may be a light to those
who are around and about me; that
they may see that I want to be one of
God's children; and that I may not
be a stumbling block. Your loving
sister.
Mount Hope, Pa.
B o c k Me to Sleep.
Backward, turn backward,, old time, in
your flight,
Make me a child again, just for to-night,
Mother come back from the echoless shore;
Take me again to your heart as of yore—
Kiss from my forehead the furrows of care,
Smooth the few silver threads out of my
hair,
Over my slumber your loving watch keep—
Rock me to'sleep, mother; rock me to sleep.
Backward flow backward, oh tide of years,
I am so weary of toil and of tears—
Toil without recompense—tears all in vain—
Take them and give me my childhood again.
I have grown weary of dust and decay—
Weary of flinging my soul's health away,
Weary of sowing for others to reap—
Rock me to sleep, mother; rock me to sleep.
Tired of the hollow, the base, the untrue,
Mother, oh mother, my heart calls for y o u ;
Many a summer the grass has grown .green,
Blossomed and faded, our faces between;
Yet, with strong yearning and passionate
pain,
Long I to-night for your presence again;
Come from the silence so long and so
deep—
Rock me to sleep, mother; rock me to sleep.
Put my heart in days that have flown,
No love like mother's love ever was known;
No other worship abides and endures,
Faithful, unselfish, and patient like yours,
None like mother can charm away pain.
From the sick soul and the world weary
wain,
Slumber's soft calm o'er my heavy lids
creep—
Rock me to sleep, mother; rock me to sleep.
Come, let your brown hair, just lighted with
gold,
Fall on your shoulders again as of old—
Let it fall over my shoulders and forehead
to-night,
Shading my frail eyes away from the light,
For with its sunny-edged shadows once
more
Hopes will throng the sweet visions of
yore;
:
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Lovingly, softly, its high billows sweep—Rock me to sleep, mother; rock me to sleep.
Mother, dear mother! the years have been
long
Since I last hushed to your lullaby song—
Since then, and unto my soul it shall seem
Womanhood years have been but a dream;
Clasped to your arms in a loving embrace,
With your light lashes just sweeping my
face,
Never hereafter to wake or to weep—
Rock me to sleep mother: rock we to sleep.
My child, my child, thou art weary tonight
Thy spirit is sad, and dim is thy light,
Thou would'st call me back from the silent
shore
To the trials of life to thy heart as of y o r e !
Thru long'st again for the loving care,
For my kiss on thy lips, my hand on thy
hair,
But angels around thee there loving watch
keep—
And angels, my child, will rock thee to
sleep.
Backward, say backward, ye swift rolling
years,
Gird on thy armor dry up thy tears;
Count not thy trials nor efforts in vain.
They'll bring thee the light of thy childhood again ;
Ye should not weary, my child, by the way,
But watch for the light of that brighter day,
Not tired of living for then to reap—
For angels, my child, will rock thee to sleep.
Nearer thee now than in days that have
flown,
Purer the love light encircling thy home.
Far more enduring the watch for to-night
Than even earth worship away from the
light;
Soon the dark shadows will linger no more,
Nor come at thy call from the opening
door;
But knowest, my child, the angels watch
keep—
And soon, very soon, will rock thee to sleep.
Sel. by Mrs. Ida V. Harley, Trappe, Pa.

•m •
The Saloon a Destroyer.
W e read recently the following thrilling
incident which fittingly illustrates the way
the strong drink habit will sooner or later
cause the utter ruin of the one who comes
under its cruel power.
"A few years ago a noted wild beast
tamer gave a performance with his pets
in one of the leading London theatres.
H e took his lions, tigers, leopards and
hyenas through their pait of the entertainment, awing the audience by his wonderful nerve and his control over them.
As a closing act to the performance he
was to introduce an enormous boa-constrictor, thirty-five feet long.
H;e had
bought it when it was only two or three
days old. H e had carried it in his bosom,
and for twenty-five years he had handled
it daily, so that it was considered perfectly harmless and completely under his
control.
"The curtain rose upon an Indian woodland scene, and a huge serpant is seen
winding its way through the undergrowth.
Its bright eyes sparkle. A man emerges
from the heavy foliage. Their eyes meet.
The serpant quails before the man,—man
is victor. Under his guidance and direction it performs a series of frightful feats.
At a signal from the man it slowly approaches him, and begins to coil its heavy
folds aiound him. Higher and higher do
they rise, until man and serpant seem blended into one. The man gives a little scream,
and the audience unite in a thunderous
"burst of applause, but it freezes upon their
lips. The trainer's scream was a wail of
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death agony. These cold slimy folds had
embraced for the last time. They had
crushed the life out of him, and the horrorstricken audience heard bone after bone
crack, as these powerful folds tightened
upon him. Man's plaything had become
his master. His slave for twenty-five years
had now enslaved him.
"In this horrible incident is portrayed
the whole story of intemperance. The man
who has taken the first glass of intoxicating liquor has the boa of intemperance in
his bosom. If he throttles the monster
now, it is easily done. But if he permits
it to live, feeds and nourishes, it, he may
control it for even twenty-five years, but
it is continually growing. And some day
its soul-destroying folds will encircle his
soul and bear it to those regions of woe
'where the worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched.' The unchangeable decree of almighty God is, 'no drunkard
shall inherit the kingdom of God.' "—
Selected.
Santibai's Story.

By Miss Millham, in 'India Alliance.'
Although we are in the midst of
""what is spoken of as the cold season, it
is hot, hot, and as we return from the
distant village where we have been
preaching, we are thankful for the
friendly shade of the beautiful new
trees which protect our little tent from
the scorching heat of the midday sun.
The work in the village has pulled
hard this morning, so that gladly do
we seek its shelter, and lie down for
a bit of much-needed rest ere the work
of the afternoon begins. Tired nature's restorer refuses to come to us,
however, and again and again in our
mind do we go over the work of the
morning and of the past few days.
We wish we could change the train of
thought, and try desperately to do so,
but cannot, when suddenly the screen
door of the tent is pushed aside, and
Santibai the subject of this article,
stands before us. She is rather taller
than the average Indian woman, with
a dignity of carriage and manner that
marks her at once 'high caste.' She
bends over us for a moment, and for
the first time we notice how deep are
the lines of suffering upon her face.
We love our Indian sister, and almost
unconsciously our hand touches hers
in loving caress as we say:
"How old are you, Santibai?''
"Oh, past forty, perhaps," is the
reply.
"And how old were you when you
were married ?"
"Shall I tell you?"
"Yes, do," and, Indian fashion, she
squats herself down on the floor and
begins, while we get ourselves ready
to listen.
"When I was four years old, my
parents had me married, at twelve I
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went to my husband's house to live,
and when I was thirteen my first baby
was born; within five years I became
mother to five children only to see
them all die. One girl lived two years.
We had had her married; so, when she
fell sick, we did everything we could
to save her life. I went at last to
the Brahman priest, and he told me
to give another offering of ten rupees,
and assured me of her recovery. I
gave the money in the morning; in
the evening she died.
In the pause that follows we say,
"Truly, that was a sad time in your
life, Santibai," while inwardly we
groan and say, "No girl-hood! An
average woman's whole life crowded
into the five short years of a child between the ages of twelve and seventeen !"
"Then you were very young when
you went to your husband's house to
live, Santibai. Did you like it?"
"Like it!" and we shiver at what
the tone implies. "What could I do.
Many times I ran away and went back
to my own people, only to be sent
back with a good beating. After that
I used sometimes to steal away to
the jungles and hide all night,
f righetened,—oh so frightened!—
at the noises in the woods, but
preferring it to my husband's house.
How often would I clasp my hands
and say, 'Oh, great spirit, that this
day might never turn to night!' and
oft in the jungles at night, 'Oh,
great spirit, that the sun of a new day
might never rise!' "
We draw the curtain here, and pick
up the thread of the story in the famine days of 1900. In the years between husband, too, has died, and,
according to the custom of that caste,
Santibai has married again.
Two whole years without rain, and
food has become so scarce that, in
company with a crowd of others, we
find Santibai, her husband, and husband's sister wending their way over
the hot, dusty roads towards Khamgaon in hope of obtaining work in the
cotton mills. She is frail, however,
and finds it hard, even, to keep up with
the company of half-starved ones,
many of whom drop and die like dogs
in the way. Her husband too, is cruel,
and begrudges the bit of native bread
she begs of him to prevent fainting
along the roadside as they trudge
along. Finally he said to her. "You
go where you will, and manage to fill
your own stomach until famine days
are over. I will do likewise; then,
when rain falls, we will meet again
in our own village."
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"Did he tell his sister to go?" I
asked.
"Oh, no. You know, in this country it is said that a man must never
forsake his mother or sister, because
those he cannot replace, but his wife
he may cast off as he pleases, because
he can always get another wife."
She pauses again, then, "When he
told me to go where I pleased, and
look out for myself, I said', 'No, no;
better that I should take poison and
die right here than that you should
leave me alone. Let us share together
what we get, and if we die, we die;
but do not leave me.' " He promised
her a bit of bread in the morning, and
she, faint with hunger and weakness,
lies down along the roadside, and
sleeps, waking in the night hours, only
to find husband and sister both gone.
She lifts her voice, calling again and
again, but receives no answer. Until
high noon next day does she wait and
watch for their return, then, slowly
raising herself, she crawls along upon
hands and knees. Someone gives her
a bit of bread and water, but she
has been without food so long it sticks
in her throat. And so she struggles
on, here and there receiving a bite
until finally, after ten days, she reaches
Khamgaon. She is too emaciated and
weak to work in the mill, however,
and once again a kind-hearted Brahmin woman gives her pulse and bread,
advising her at the same time to seek
refuge and help from the Government
hospital. She goes, but, alas; the hospital is full, and for Santibai there is
no place. Wearily and painfully she
makes her way back to a secluded
spot not far from the roadside, and
in the early evening hours two more
little lives without assistance or welcome are born into the world. Mother
Earth is their cradle that night, while
she who gave them birth covers them
with her limbs to protect them from
the jackals and half-starved dogs that
always haunt the edge of the village.
The next day a Government servant
finds her, and she is moved to the
hospital. From there she was sent to
the Widow's Home, in Khamgaon,
where she remains for two or three
years, apparently untouched by the
Gospel. Again and again has she
determined to go back to her own
people, but the memory of the loving
care and nursing received from the
missionaries at the time of her great
suffering always held her, and she
stayed on. This brings us up to the
time of her conversion, which occurred after the death of one in the school
who knew how to face the dark valley
without fear, because of the presence

of Him who has said, "When thou
walkest through the valley . . . I will
be with thee." It was victory, triumph, peace to the end,—and to see
one die like this was something new
and wonderful in Santibai's experience. The next morning, sobbing and
weeping, she threw herself down at
the feet of the missionary, and said:
"Oh, pray for me, pray for me; the
light has begun to break upon my
heart. I want a God who can enable
me to meet death as she did."
There were more tears shed that
day, but they were tears of joy because
of a soul being born into God's kingdom.
This happened seven years ago, and
to-day, as we journey from village
to village, "holding forth the Word
of Life," Santibai is with us, one of
our greatest comforts and blessings.
We introduce her to our readers, not
as a remarkable woman in any way,
but as one of the many who came to
us for help in time of need, and is
now ready to put up with any inconvenience, and to do the most
menial tasks, in order that she may
be with those who seek to win her
sisters to Christ. Who will say that
she shall not have her full share of
reward from the Master's hand?
Timely Counsel and Encouragement.
Some dear Saints are confused and
discouraged by the outlook of these
last times. But there is nothing
strange before us, if we study and understand prophecy.
The times of Noah and Lot are repeated in the world, and perilous, difficult, grievous times in the Church.
1st: We must recognize the apostacy, encourage ourselves in the Lord,
and like the sons of Issachar, have
understanding of the times to know
what we ought to do.
2nd: We should have the courage
of our convictions, speak out boldly
for vital truth, and against fatal error,
no matter what opposition or loss may
come. Quit you like men, be strong.
3rd: Do not compromise with the
world for peace, popularity or pelf.
This is high treason against God Almighty.
4th: If in the pulpit, preach Christ,
not merely as a great teacher, reformer and object lesson, but Christ crucified for man's redemption, right in the
face of ecclesiastical infidelity.
5th: Be a specialist in preaching,
and do not seek to draw by secular,
scientific and sensational themes, but
lift up Christ to draw men. Remember, you have a Rescue Mission and
a Hurry Order.
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6 t h : Let obstacles stimulate and
not discourage you. Match and overmatch the frenzy of finance, and the
fantasia of fashion, by a greater, wiser
and more self-sacrificing zeal for God
and the salvation of souls.
7 t h : Finally, be cheered and stimulated by the blessed hope of the near
coming of the Lord. " W h e n ye see
these things come to pass, lift up your
heads, for your redemption draweth
nigh."
When comes the King in royal might
To crush the wrong and crown the
right,
When ail the Saints in glory meet,
No more to die, no more to weep;
When thrones are set and crozvns are
given,
And all the rich rettrards of heaven,
O, in that glorio-us by and by
What's done for God can never die.
— B . P. Marvin.
Laboring in Prayer.
(Continued from page I.)
prayer. "Defraud ye not one the other, except it be by consent for a season, that ye may give yourselves unto
prayer." ( I Cor. 7 : 5 ) . •
T h e word used here is Scholazo.
It is used only three times in the N e w
Testament, in two cases, Matt. 12:44
and Luke 11125, being applied to a
house left vacant. T h e word literally
means to have leisure or spare time;
to have nothing to do. Then it came
to mean to have leisure for anything,
and to devote one's time to a thing.
T h e lesson it teaches us is that we
are to make time for prayer, and to
take time in prayer. Prayer is not
only not to be omitted; it is not to be
hurried. W e are to approach God in
prayer not only with a sober, but with
a calm mind. Dew falls, we are told,
only when the atmosphere is still, and
the dew of prayer will fall abundantly
on our souls only when we are at
leisure. D o you say it is impossible
to find leisure? Have you to confess
that in this busy age you have so much
work to do that prayer is thrust into
a corner? Then the lesson of this
word for you is plain. Take a holiday. Do less, that you may do more.
Do more by doing less. T o pray well
is to work well. Luther, a far busier
man than any of us, used to say of his
heavy days that he had so much to
do he could not do with less than two
or three hours of prayer. T h e lesson is
one of immense importance for the
Church of Christ today. O u r activity
is one of our greatest snares. W e forget that it is of more importance to
have power with God than to have
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power with man. Yet we have only
to read the biographies of the most
eminent workers that God has ever
given to His Church to find that the
secret of their power did not lie so
much in what they did in the presence
of men as in what they did in the presence of God. They waited until they
had got into touch with the power of
God, and then went forth to do God's
work. F r o m Scripture, from history,
from the lives of God's saints, comes
the call, "Be at leisure when you
pray."

Not only are all hindrances to prayer
to be carefully removed; not only are
all our spare moments, our leisure
hours to be occupied with p r a y e r ; it is
to occupy our life. W e are to "pray
without ceasing." W e are to "continue steadfastly" in prayer, and to
"give ourselves" to it. Yet when we
have done all this, when we have
learned the lessons that underlie the
words we have just considered, we
are only in a position to begin to
understand the weight of that wonderful word from which we started.

3. W e turn to a third word, and
from it comes the message,

F o r after our last word has taught
us to make prayer the great business
of life, this word bids us,

M A K E PRAYER T H E G R E A T B U S I N E S S
OT Y O U R L I E E .

T h e word that brings us this message is a beautiful one. It is P r o s kartereo, and is frequently used in
connection with prayer. I n the N e w
Testament it occurs ten times, and the
places where it is used throw light on
the meaning. In Mark 3 :o, we read
that "Jesus spoke to his disciples that
a little boat should wait on him." I n
Acts 10 :J we read that Cornelius sent
to Peter "a devout soldier of them
that waited on him continually." In
Romans 13:6 we are commanded to
pay tribute to the authorities who administer justice, "for they are ministers of God's service, attending continually upon this very thing." In all
these cases the word employed is the
word now before us.
The idea underlying the word is
that of giving such attention to the
matter in hand that it becomes the first
business of life. When the Lord gave
the command that the boat should
wait on him, those in the boat had no
higher duty which could call them
away. T h e soldier's business was to
attend to Cornelius. H e dared not
plead that he was too busy to attend
to his master. H e had no right to be
too busy. Attendance on Cornelius
was his first concern. W h e n the emperor appointed magistrates to administer justice, that was their business. If a magistrate were to plead,
" I am too busy to attend the courts
of justice," the emperor's reply would
be, "You have no right to be too
busy." W h a t can our God think of
our plea that we are too busy to pray,
when time after time in his Holy
W o r d he has bidden us to make it the
great business of our life.
W a s I not right in saying that there
is a distinct progress in the New Testament teaching as revealed in these
words ? Be sober when you pray. Be
at leisure when you pray. Make
prayer the great business of your life.

M A K E PRAYER

A

MATTER

OF

LIFE

AND D E A T H .

I do not think anything less strong
than that brings out the force of the
word of our text. It is a wonderful
word. It is, as I have already stated,
the word from which our English
word "agonize" is taken. The word
is used in the New Testament eight
times, and the use of the word shows
that to the work of prayer, if it is to
be done properly, we must call in
every motive whereby a man may be
moved to strenuous toil.
( a ) W e are to labor at prayer as a
man labors at his daily work. W e are
to put forth our energy in this work
until we are weary. This is the idea
in the use of the word in Colossians
1 :29, " W h e r e u n t o I labor also, striving according to his working which
worketh in me mightily." W e know
that in our day the aim of some
laborers is to make their daily task as
light as possible. T h e less they do for
their day's wage the better pleased
they are. It is to be feared that some
of us labor in prayer after that fashion. W e do not bend our back to this
work, toiling at it as the rural laborer
toils in the fields, his eye on the sun,
longing till it dip over the horizon,
and bids him go home to rest.
( b ) W e are to labor in prayer as a
man labors in the arena, striving to
obtain a prize which he covets more
than his life; straining to avoid defeat, the shame of which he dreads
more than death. This is the teaching
of I. Cor. 9:25, "Every man that
striveth in the games is temperate in
all things." In England to-day there
is a passion for athletics, and any one
w h o cares may see how men put their
whole soul into sport. Would that
God's people were as earnest in prayer
as the men of the world in sport.
Watch two men running. H o w they
strive! W a t c h two men rowing.
H o w they struggle to outstrip one an-
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other! Watch an athletic contest, and
see how the men engaged in it bring
to it not only the force of the body but
of the mind. Every faculty is bent on
winning the prize. T h a t is how you
and I are to pray. Agony in prayer
means striving as the athlete in the
arena. H e strives for a corruptible
prize; we strive for a prize above all
price—fellowship with
God,
and
knowledge of him through his blessed
Son.
( c ) Wre are to labor in prayer as a
soldier labors on the battlefield. This
is the teaching of I. Tim. 6:12, " F i g h t
the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life." I do not think we have
any conception of the way a soldier
labors on the battlefield. F r o m reading the accounts of many campaigns
I have received the impression that
there is hardly any labor that man
ever does so intense as the labor of the
battlefield. T h e soldier who does not
put his whole heart into his work is
sure of defeat. H a v e we not often
knelt to pray, and because the heavens
seemed as brass and the earth as iron,
we have turned away from this blessed work, disheartened and discouraged. W e have not fought as good
soldiers fight, till victory crowns their
efforts. Yet thus we must strive if
we are to know what true prayer is.
Wonderful as these verses are, there
are others which carry us still deeper.
F o r when we turn to John 18 :36, we
learn t h a t :
( d ) W e are to labor in prayer as
man would labor to defend a beloved
friend from danger.
T h e discovery of this passage
brought great delight to my soul. In
it Jesus says, " M y kingdom is not of
this world; if my kingdom were of
this world then would my servants
fight, that I should not be delivered to
the J e w s . "
W e know that at the time of our
Lord's arrest the disciples fled panicstricken. But the reason of their
panic was that the Lord would not
allow them to fight. They were brave
men and they loved their Master, and
had he bidden them to do it, for him
they would have gladly laid down
their lives. T h e lesson of this passage for us now is this, that we
should bring to prayer all the chivalry
and courage of our own nature which
we would bring to the defense of our
homes and of our loved ones in a time
of danger.
( e ) W e are to labor in prayer as
a man labors to save his soul. This is
the lesson of Luke 13 124. "Strive to
enter in at the straight gate." Perhaps this verse will teach us more
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than any of the others. Many of us
are Christian workers. T o many of
us the privilege has been given of
leading anxious souls to the Lord
Jesus. W e know how a truly awakened soul, who feels the burden of
guilt, and hears the thunder of God's
wrath, labors to be saved. W e know
the agony and earnestness with which
he flees from the wrath to come, and
lays hold on life eternal. W e have
seen this and thanked God for it. But
have we ever prayed with an earnestness like his? Yet until we know
what it is to bring to prayer something
of the strenuousness of desire which
we brought to the salvation of our
souls, we are not ready to be led to
those heights of spiritual blessing and
power to which our God calls us.
(f) One verse more demands our
attention, and as we turn to it, we feel
that the place where we stand is holy
ground. Will you read very reverently these verses, L u k e 22:41, "And he
was withdrawn from them about a
stone's cast and kneeled down and
prayed, saying, 'Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from m e ; nevertheless, not my will but thine be done.'
And being in an agony, he prayed
more earnestly; and his sweat was as
it were great drops of blood falling
down to the ground." Only once is
the word "agony" used in the Bible,
and it is here. W h a t depths open before us as we read this passage and
see what laboring in prayer means.
It means seeing the world's sin somewhat as Christ saw i t ; it means seeing
the world's need somewhat as Christ
saw it. It means assenting as utterly
as Christ did, to God's judgment upon
?in. And it means entering so into
the will of God about the world's deliverance from in, that for that end we
are willing to lay down our lives. T o
true laboring in prayer there is necesary something of the Savior's conception of sin, and an inner intimate fellowship with his sufferings. It is only
after we have been in the garden with
him, that we learn the deeper lessons
of the school of prayer.
This, then, is laboring in prayer,
and it is to.this that you and I are called. Truly there are depths in connection with prayer that we have never
fathomed. W e should humble ourselves before God, that we know so
little in experience what agony in
prayer really is.
But if we have learned to pray
thus, the W o r d of God teaches us
further the manner in which we shall
agonize in prayer.
2. O u r prayers will be self-denying. W e shall fast as well as pray.

U
But remember, fasting is matter for
the soul as much as for the body.
T h a t we may agonize in prayer we
shall subject ourselves to a holy discipline. W e shall require discipline if
we are to get time for prayer, to get
quiet for prayer, and to make prayer
the great business of our life. And
this discipline may affect the body.
Like the apostle we may have to keep
it under, training it to be obedient as
the wrestler trains his body for the
battle, or the runner for the race.
3. O u r prayers will be sustained.
W h e n we have reached this height in
prayer, we shall understand what our
Lord meant when he said that "men
ought always to pray and not to faint"
( L u k e 18:1), and what the apostle
meant when he bade us "pray without
ceasing." W h e n we have learned to
agonize in prayer, our prayers have
ceased to be a matter of impulse. They
have become a part of the main, full
stream of our life. The habit of
prayer has been formed, so that we
live and move in an atmosphere of
prayer.
4. O u r prayers will be Spirittaught. It is impossible for us to
agonize in prayer, unless we are
"praying in the Holy Ghost." ( J u d e
20.) O u r agony in prayer is really
something of his begetting. It is the
answer of our soul to his agony when
he makes intercession for us with
groanings that cannot be uttered.
Prayer, like faith, is the gift of God
the Holy Ghost. It is a work which
he works in our hearts, as they are
yielded to him, and filled by him.
5. But if our prayers are Spirittaught our prayers will be successful.
F o r the Holy Spirit will bring us info
true fellowship
with
God
and
strengthen faith so that we shall pray
earnestly (Acts 1 2 : 5 ) , with our spirits
on the stretch, looking for the answer
that will speedily come from the
throne of God. And then the Spirit
will teach us the secret which we can
learn from none but him, how, in the
very act of agonizing in prayer, to enjoy the deepest rest of faith. H e will
prevent us from praying in such a
way as to dishonor God by seeming to
think him unwilling to bless. H e will
prevent us from weariness and discouragement. So our prayers will
prevail, and to us will be given the joy
of seeing those for whom we have
prayed standing "perfect and complete in all the will of God."—G. H.
Macgregor in The Christian and Missionary
Alliance.

•m •
"The soul must be fed as well as
the body."
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(Continued.)

" 'Tis blessed to have Jesus with me,
When sorrows around me shall close;
And when all is darkness before me.
'Tis blessed to know that he knows."
Oh, dear unconverted readers of the
VISITOR, do you not feel the need of a
Savior, and a friend that sticketh closer
than a brother? I t is too risky to delay a
moment.
W e think how our blessed
Savior suffered upon the cruel cross so patiently. And what are we doing for him?
H e so tenderly calls us in our young
years.
Think sometimes how sad we
would feel if we would knock at the door
of our dear ones' home and they would not
welcome us in. I believe it is just the
same with our heavenly Father when we
reject him.
TiLWE HARLEY.
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It, per hundred, 20c.
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Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is
at Hand, per hundred, 15c.
Death Eternal, per hundred, 12c.
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H e has promised as our days so shall our
strength be. Bless his name.
k n o w t h e d e e p e r t r u t h s of t h e S c r i p In him,
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TOR interesting, and write brief articles on themes as they may find them
indicated in the lines of the poem.
Since we have dropped the Sunday
School page we are desirous to have
something in place of it that would
add to the usefulness of the paper, and
we believe if our live young people
would take hold of the work we could
succeed in having an interesting department belonging especially to the
young people. Carefully written essays, not necessarily long, two to three
hundred words, yet not merely words,
but heart thoughts and experiences,
taught by the divine Spirit, would, as
we think, prove profitable to the V I S I TOR family. But our suggesting that
themes be taken from the poem is
not meant to confine our young friends
to this. It would be interesting to
have variety. Bible lessons which you
have studied in Sunday School or
Y o u n g People's Meeting could be used as themes in this connection. W h a t
say our young Christian friends to this
proposition? Do you want a department and will you help to insure its
success by doing what you can? Let
us hear from you.
P r a y i n g Through.
This is a short, crisp and very expressive way of expressing a very important truth.
It simply means to
seek until you find. It was a sorry
day for the church when it dropped
the idea expressed by these significant
words, "pray through," as has been
done in so many places, and went to
"teaching" seekers through. Not that
the proper teaching, in many cases, is
not helpful; but it is not a substitute
for that praying and seeking that
takes the "kingdom of heaven by violence." N o amount of instruction at
the altar or elsewhere, can be a substitute for the earnestness necessary
before a soul can find God. The instruction given seekers, if any, should
be direct to the point of securing an
absolute and unconditional surrender
to God for pardon and a complete
consecration to God rfor cleansing".
When seekers reach these points there
is little need for instruction.
Faith
comes spontaneously. In fact faith
is already in lively exercise. It requires faith to repent or to consecrate.
W h e n people deposit their money in
the bank it is an evidence of their faith
in the bank. It requires substantially
a saving faith to truly repent or to
make a complete consecration.
Much of the present teaching to
seekers has more of a tendency to
dissipate conviction than to help the
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seeker.
"Just believe," "count it
done," "don't look for feelings," and
such like expressions, while they may
be helpful in some cases, yet in many
cases they are exceedingly damaging.
True, seekers should be taught to
seek by faith, and not by w o r k s ; but
they should be taught to seek until
they find the full satisfaction of the
heart. As long as there is any disappointment to the seeker, often expressed by a "but" or an "if," it is
certain he has not "prayed through."
There can be no real disappointment,
when the soul finds God, either in pardon or cleansing, any more than the
eye is disappointed with the brightness
of the noonday s u n ; or than a thirsty
man is disappointed by finding a fountain of pure, cool, living water. If he
is disappointed it will be in that it
far surpasses his expectations.
He
exclaims, " T h e half has never been
told." H e realizes the truthfulness
of those wonderful words of Scripture, "Eye hath not seen nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love H i m ;
but God hath revealed them unto us
by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea the deep things of
God."—Christian Standard.
Parable «f the Tobacco Seed.
O u r hearts are often made sad by
the many sights which come under
observation from time to time. N o t
long ago while driving into a city we
met a little boy, perhaps ten or twelve
years old, smoking a pipe. Evidently
he seemed well contented and thought
he was doing something big, but alas!
how very much mistaken, for instead
of making him manly it was only
lowering him to the very dregs of sin
and ruin.
W h e n we see a young
man who indulges in this habit, we
wonder where his manliness has gone
to, especially when he will smoke or
chew and spit in the presence of
ladies.
T h e following parable comes very
forcibly to our minds when we see a
young man or boy throwing himself
away by this filthy habit. W e give it
here that others may see and perhaps
profit by it.
Then shall the kingdom of Satan' be
likened to a grain of tobacco seed
which is exceedingly small, being cast
into the ground grew, and became a
great plant, and spread its leaves rank
and broad, so that huge and vile
worms formed a habitation thereon.
And it came to pass in the course of
time that the sons of men looked upon
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it, and that it was beautiful to look
upon, and much to be desired to make
lads to be big and manly. So they
put forth their hands and did chew
thereof and some it made sick, and
others to vomit most filthily. And it
came to pass that those who chewed it
became weak and unmanly and said,
W e are enslaved and can't cease from
chewing it, and the mouths of them
that were enslaved became foul, and
they were seized with a violent spitting. And they did spit, even in
ladies' parlors and the saints of. the
Most H i g h were greatly plagued
thereby.
And it came to pass in course of
time that others snuffed it, and they
were taken suddenly with fits, and
they did sneeze with a mighty sneeze,
insomuch that their eyes filled with
tears and they did look exceedingly
silly, and
yet others
cunningly
wrought the leaves thereof into rolls,
and did set fire to one end thereof
and did suck vehemently at the other
end thereof and did look very grave
and calf-like; and the smoke of their
torment ascended up for ever and
ever.
And the cultivation thereof became
a great and mighty business on the
e a r t h ; and the merchantmen waxed
rich by the commerce thereof. And
it came to pass that the saints of the
Most H i g h defiled themselves therew i t h ; even the poor who could not
buy shoes nor bread nor books for
their little ones, spent their money for
it. And the Lord was greatly displeased therewith and said, wherefore
this waste, why do these little ones
lack bread and books and shoes?
T u r n now your fields into corn and
wheat and put this evil thing from
y o u ; and be ye separate, and defile
not yourselves any m o r e ; and I will
bless you and cause my face to shine
upon you. But with one accord they
all exclaimed: W e cannot cease from
chewing, snuffing, and spitting—we
are enslaved.
T h e author of this parable is unknown to us, but it teaches a beautiful lesson and one that should be remembered.—Bstella Weaver in The
Children's Friend.
Sets by
Adam
Book.
Change of Address.
Bro. J. C. Dick and family have removed from Harrisburg, Pa., to Lemoyne, Pa., which is their present address.
" W h e n a man owns the source of
his blessings he is not likely to see
their end."
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CHURCH A N D STATE.
(Continued.)
A

GROUNDLESS ANXIETY.

W e have been accosted over and over again by our opponents
with the questions, " W h a t would become of the world if every
Christian man was like you ?" Let me answer this question by
relating a conversation that took place between Mr. John K. Landis, of Norristown, and Judge Swartz. Mr. Landis in faith is a
Mennonite, I believe. H e wanted to be excused from jury service
at civil court because his religion forbade him entering into litigation or serving on a jury. " W h a t would we do if all were like
y o u ? " asked Judge Swartz. "If all were like me," responded Mr.
Landis, "there would be no necessity for either courts or juries."
T h e Judge excused him. Our opponents fear very much that the
government will go to the dogs if the church does not step in and
support it. Let me ease the minds of all such by telling them
that there is no cause for alarm so long as the church keeps in
her appointed path of separation. God's order of things, when
obeyed, can but work out the most beneficial results. In the
days of Elijah there was a famine in Israel. Ahab the king
sought to lay the cause of the trouble at the feet of the prophet
Elijah, saying, "Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" Elijah quickly replied, "I have not troubled Israel, but thou and thy father's
house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord."
T h e leaders in these church-reform movements lay the responsibility for the widespread religious dearth at the door of the
church, saying, "You are the cause of all this trouble. If every
Christian man would go to th« polls and do his duty, these evils
would be put away in almost less time than it takes to tell it."
No, these evils would not be put away. Matters would be made
worse instead of better. The cause of Israel's famine is the cause
of the present bad state of affairs. T h e men who are confining
their efforts to the gospel alone are not the ones that are troubling
Israel. It is that part of the church that has forsaken Calvary,
the place of power, and has resorted to the arm of flesh, that
is the cause of all the trouble; they have forsaken the commandment of the Lord—"go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel." As Dr. Jefferson says:
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The writer is not speculating. H e is simply stating a few blazing facts of history. It is not my personal .opinion when I say
that the gospel of the reformers had nothing, absolutely nothing,
to do with the world and politics. It is history. It is a well
known fact that the Reformation exercised no other influences
over princes and people than that which proceeded from the gospel of peace. In reference to the Reformation every Christian
must, and will, admit the following three things: I. There was
such an apostasy in those days. 2. It was caused by friendship
with the world and reliance on human power. 3. T h e Reformation resulted from R E L I A N C E A L O N E ON T H E P O W E R O F
GOD. In the face, then, of these three facts, I ask, why does
not the church cry out against this modern reunion with the
world? T h e only answer is that to do so would cost the friendship of a world-loving, compromising church. "Say ye not, A
confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the
Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be
your dread" (Isa. 8:11, 12).
THE

ARTIST M A K E S A HARD

HIT.

Our artist in depicting the "Modern Church" is not very far
out of the way. Is it not true of the church of to-day that she
has cast aside "the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of
God," and has taken the weapon of the law with which she is attempting to achieve her victories and defeat here enemies? Read
the temperance-reform journals of the present day and see how precious few are the Bible quotations used in support of the position
taken. I have scanned again and again the "Keystone Citizen,"

" D o you not think that the name of God would be more glorious in the hearts of men to-day, and the kingdom of heaven
would have wider limits on the earth, if all who have been ordained to preach the Gospel had only been willing to confine
themselves to the one task assigned them? I like to think that
a preacher should talk differently from any other man in the
community; that a sermon should be unlike any other discourse
known among men. I like to think that a Christian church
should be different in atmosphere from any other building built
by man. Public worship, so I think, ought to have a different
tone from the tone of society or the street. On going into the
house of God one should know at once that it is not a lecture
hall, a i>eform club meeting place, a professor's class room, a
newspaper office, the rendezvous of a literary or musical society.
There ought to be in the air a mystical something which awes
the heart and impels it to look upward. There ought to be something there which makes one feel like saying, 'This is none other
than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.' And it is the
preacher who must be foremost in creating this atmosphere."
A

VOICE OF W A R N I N G

FROM

HISTORY.

My reader possibly has not yet learned the lesson of the Reformation in the sixteenth century, whose power like a great
earthquake, shook the very throne of the papal pontiff. And how
was it accomplished? Simply by man turning F R O M the arm
of flesh to the arm of God. When Luther was urged to appeal to
the State for aid in the furtherance of the Reformation, he
quickly replied, "There is no sword that can further this cause;
God alone must do everything." It was with the W o r d they
fought, by the W o r d they overthrew and destroyed what had been
set up by violence. Christians then fought, not with swords and
muskets but with suffering and with the cross. "Christ their
Captain handled not the s w o r d ; * * H e hung on the tree."
" T h e Reformation," says D'Aubigne, the great historian of that
great movement, "was accomplished in the name of a spiritual
principle. It had proclaimed for its teacher, the Word of God;
for salvation, faith; for king, Jesus Christ; for arms, the Holy
Ghost; and had by these very means rejected all worldly elements. Rome had been established by 'the law of a carnal commandment;' the Reformation by 'the power of an endless life'
(Heb. 7:16)."

the official organ of the Anti-Saloon League of Pennsylvania, and
not a single gospel quotation could I find. On the other hand,
its columns are fairly groaning with reports of efforts being
made for the overthrow of the drink evil by the enactment of
laws. And the Anti-Saloon League is said to be the "Church in
Action Against the Saloon." W e have not a word to say against
the Anti-Saloon League as a citizens' movement, but for the
church to pursue such a course is to prostitute her high calling
and degrade her God-given mission.
GOD'S W A R N I N G TO ISRAEL.

The Lord strictly cautioned his ancient people against trusting
in the arm of flesh (Isa. 31 :i, 3 ) . When they trusted in the power
of man they met with defeat ( I I Chron. 16:7). When they trusted alone in God no power was able to stand against them ( I I
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Chron. 16:8). Zerah the Ethiopian went out against them with a
force of over one million. Asa, king of Judah, met them with a
force about one-half as great. In his plight Asa "cried unto the
Lord his God, and said, Help us, O Lord our God, for W E
R E S T O N T H E E , and I N T H Y N A M E we go out against this
multitude" ( I I Chron. 14:11). Asa gloriously triumphed. "The
Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah." But
God's people were not always victorious. At times it was victory; at times defeat. And this alternate success and failure of
God's people of old is tersely told in the words of Hanani, the
prophet to Asa, king of Judah. The words are as follows: "Because thou hast R E L I E D O N T H E K I N G O F SYRIA, and N O T
R E L I E D O N T H E L O R D T H Y GOD, therefore is the host of
the king of Syria escaped out of their hand. Were not the
Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots
and horsemen? Yet because thou didst R E L Y O N T H E L O R D ,
H e delivered them into thine hand" ( I I Chron. 16:7, 8 ) . Mr.
Spurgeon once said: "I should be afraid to borrow help from
government; it would look to me as if I rested on an arm of flesh,
instead of depending on the living God."
T H E C H U R C H FACING A CRISIS.

Without doubt a crisis has been reached in the life and history
of the church. What answer shall the church return to those
who are trying to seduce her from her allegiance to her Lord to a
confederacy with the world? Say to t h e m : "Sanctify the Lord
himself, and let H I M be your fear." Jesus said: "Tarry ye in
the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on
high" (Luke 24:49). H e did not say: "Tarry ye in the halls of
legislation, until ye be endued with power from the State."
Jesus said: "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you" (Acts 1:8). H e did not say: "Ye shall receive power after ye have- gained control of legislation." Jesus
said: "Without Me ye can do nothing" (John 15:5). H e did not
say: "Without the power of the State ye can do nothing."
Touching the church and the source of her power, Dr. A. J. Gordon once said: "With no power except the irresistible might
of weakness;' with no wealth except the riches of glory inherited
through her heavenly citizenship; refusing all compromise with
the world, declining all patronage of kings and emperors, she
nevertheless went foith conquering and to conquer, till in a few
years she had undermined the whole colossal fabric of paganism.
And might not the church of Christ do the same to-day if she were
to return to this primitive ideal? and if, renouncing her dependence
on human resources,—wealth and power and social prestige,—
she were to inscribe upon her banner that ancient motto: 'Not by
might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.' "
In the light of modern efforts, does not the conduct of Paul in
his desire to preach the old gospel to wicked Rome appear rather
singular? Such a course nowadays would appear rather fossilistic. Why didn't Paul, as the modern church is. doing, cast the
gospel aside as antiquated? Why didn't he petition old Rome for
the enactment of rigid prohibitory laws for the suppression of
vice and crime? H e had something better; he had the gospel.
To Paul there was nothing better or more powerful than the gospel. T o him it was the dynamite of God. T o him the power of
Rome in the presence of the gospel was as the pigmy in the
presence of the lion.
POTENCY

OF GOSPEL

CONFIRMED

BY

EXPERIENCE.

Once there was a famous clergyman named Dr. Chalmers, who
lived at Kilmany and preached the law with all the force and eloquence with which he was endowed. And after-several years of
such preaching he gave his people a farewell address and said,
" I never heard of any reformation being effected among you in
this way. I am not sensible that all the vehemence with which I
urged the virtues and proprieties of social life had the weight of a
feather on the moral life of my parishioners." A little later, however, he was truly converted and began telling his people that
God had sent His Son to die for the world because of His love
for them. And, strange as it must sound to you, there followed
a revival upon the new message such as the years of the old had
failed to produce.
N E W READING OF THE PARABLE OF T H E U N J U S T JUDGE.

The parable of the unjust judge in Luke 18 is generally used to
teach importunity in prayer. W e have serious doubts whether
Jesus ever intended such a thing. The lesson of the parable to
us is not how much persistency or importunity we should use in
prayer, but rather the place or court to which we should present
our petitions. The woman appealed to an unjust judge. It was a
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long, hard struggle before she got the petition she desired. The
Lord, it would seem, attempted by this parable to teach us to
make our petitions to Him. The way to the answer of a petition
by the throne of God is much nearer and easier than by the way
of the court of some unjust judge or corrupt legislature. In this
parable the difficulties of a woman in gaining a point at the court
of an unjust judge are contrasted with the ease with which God's
elect gain their point at the court of heaven. T h e very structure
of the phraseology throughout would fix this as the whole burden
of the parable. When Jesus had related the parable, he says, as
by way of application or interpretation: " H e a r what the unjust
judge saith." As much as to say: "My little children, isn't the
course of the poor widow a hard way to get an answer to a petition? Let me show you a better way. Make your petitions to
my F a t h e r ; for shall H e not avenge His own elect which cry day
and night unto H i m ? I tell you that H e will avenge them
S P E E D I L Y . " My reader is aware, I presume, that in Bible
terminology the church is quite frequently represented as a woman. Now let the woman of this parable stand for the church
and what a striking picture it is of the church of to-day. Oh the
petitions upon petitions the church is sending to Congress and the
State legislatures to be avenged of the adversaries of strong drink
and the Mormon plague. And what a dreadfully hard and disappointing road it is to the end sought. And all the while these
petitions are flooding these courts of unjust judges it seems to
me that I can almost see my Lord in some lonely, isolated spot
with pierced feet and outstretched bleeding h'ands crying to His
people. "My dear children, hear what these unjust judges and
corrupt legislatures are saying. See how determined they are to
keep you from the answer to your petitions. Why go to them?
Will not God avenge His own elect? Why not go to H i m ? T
tell you, H e will avenge you speedily." We go to the courts of the
world powers and beg them to open their doors to our missionaries. There is a better and nearer way to get this accomplished.
"Ask of ME, and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.".
(Ps. 2:8).
During the Armenian massacres, someone interrupted Mr.
Moody in one of his services, saying: "Mr. Moody, I want to
ask permission to present a petition, and to ask the people to.
sign it. The petition is to be sent to the President of the United
States, asking him to take some action which may stop this dreadful slaughter of innocent people." T h e man who made the request was of considerable prominence, and many a leader would
have yielded to his entreaty, but Mr. Moody was always true to
his convictions, and said: "My friend, I have a better plan than
yours. I always believe in approaching any difficulty by the way of
the throne of God. Will some one lead us in prayer?" There was
no petition presented, and everybody was satisfied that Mr. Moody
had the better way.
CHRISTIANS POOR POLITICIANS.

At any rate, the Christian makes a very poor politician at best.
H i s tactics are suited only for a spiritual warfare against
spiritual enemies. H e wrestles "not against flesh and blood,
but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Eph. 6:12). Hence the weapons of his warfare are not carnal, but spiritual, and mighty through God. W h a t
are they? Girdle of truth, "breast-plate of righteousness," sandals of the "gospel of peace," "shield of faith," "helmet of salvation," and the "sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God."
And this is the W H O L E armor of God. A poorly adapted equipment indeed for a political fight.
RELATION OF POWER AND AUTHORITY

DEFINED.

The Christian in politics is shorn of his power. The reason is
clear: he is without authority there. Authority gives power. This
was the secret of power in the ministry of Jesus, for " H e spake
as one having A U T H O R I T Y . " For instance, take the officer of
the law. H e is clothed with authority to suppress crime and to
arrest and bring to justice transgressors of the law. In this work
he is a power, for back of him are the forces of the State that
gave him his commission, and back of the State is God himself
who delegated to the State its rights, "for-he (the State) is the
M I N I S T E R O F GOD, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that
doeth evil" (Rom. 13:4). " T h e powers that be are O R D A I N E D
O F G O D " (Rom. 13:1). But suppose that this same officer of the
law undertakes to do Christian work under the authority of the
commission he received from the State. Suppose that one day he
enters a pulpit and very dogmatically commands every sinner pres-
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ent at the service to repent and believe the gospel. Suppose further that he undertakes to discipline some unruly church members, and" gives as his authority for doing all these things his commission received from the State. How many sinners would heed
his orders to repent, and how many unruly church members
would submit to discipline from his hands? Not any. His commission as an officer of the law does not include Christian duties.
H e would be a weak minister of the gospel indeed if he had no
other authority for preaching Jesus than that which his commission from the State would give him. He would likely fare as bad-

Dialogue and

Demonstration.

"You smoke thirty cigarettes a
day?"
"Yes, on the average."
"You don't blame them for your
rundown condition?"
"Not in the least. I blame my
hard work."
The physician shook his head. He
smiled in a vexed way. Then he took
a leech out of a glass jar.
"Let me show you something," he
said. "Bare your arm."
The cigarette fiend bared his pale
arm, and the other laid the lean, black
leach upon it. The leech fell to work
busily. Its body began to) swell.
Then, all of a sudden, a kind of shudder convulsed it, and it fell to the
floor, dead.
"That is what your blood did to
that leech," said the physician. He
took up the little corpse between his
finger and thumb. "Look at it," he
said. "Quite dead, you see.
You
poisoned it."
"I guess it wasn't a healthy leech,
in the first place," said the cigarette
smoker, sullenly.
"Wasn't healthy, eh? Well, we'll
try again."
And the physician clapped two
leeches on the young man's thin arm.
"If they both die," said the patient, "I'll swear off—or, at least, I'll
cut down my daily allowance from
thirty cigarettes to ten."
Even as he spoke the smaller leech
shivered and dropped on his knee,
dead, and a moment later the larger
one fell beside it.
"This is ghastly," said the young
man; "I am worse than the pestilence
to these leeches."
"It is the empyreumatic oil in your
blood," said the medical man. "All
cigarette fiends have it."
"Doc," said the young man, regarding the three dead leeches
thoughtfully, "I half believe you're
right."—West Virginia School Journal.
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ly as those seven Jews, who, without authority, attempted to cast
out an evil spirit in the name of Jesus. The evil spirit only mocked their efforts, saying: "Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but
who are ye" (Acts 19:15)? Besides, the "man in whom the evil
spirit was leaped on them and overcame them, and prevailed
against them, so that they fled out of the house naked and
wounded." Power to cast out devils necessitated authority.
Where the authority was wanting the power was lacking.

the remonstrances of a Christian father. Eleven and twelve o'clock would
strike, and still the young man would
keep the household up waiting for his
return.
At last it came to a point. The father told his son that he must either
leave his home or conform to rules.
He followed his old ways, went into
lodgings, and was rather pleased to
be free from the restraint he felt at
home.
After awhile he picked up some
young companions who professed infidel opinions, and soon, like them, he
even scoffed at religion, and made
light of all his parents had taught
him. But the prayers of his father
and mother followed him, and in a
remarkable way were abundantly answered.
One night the yotmg fellow lay
awake and began to think. "I tell
people," said he to himself, "that there
is no truth in the Bible, but there
must be truth somewhere, and if not
there, where is it ? I wonder what the
Bible says about truth."
In this way he was led to go to the
Scriptures, and he sought out every
passage where truth is spoken of. He
little anticipated the result. No doubt
through the guidance of the Spirit of
Truth, he saw everything in a new
light.
The Bible became its own witness.
It so took hold of him that he was
persuaded that it was the very Word
of the living God. Not only so, but
he was convinced of the evil of his
past life. He saw plainly his ingratitude to his parents and his sin against
God. He was led to see Jesus as the
Way, the Truth and the Life, and his
whole future was the very reverse of
his former course.—Selected.
To live with a high ideal is a successful life. It is not what one does,
but what one tries to do, that makes
the soul strong and fit for a noble
career.—E. P. Tenney.
* m *

Where i s Truth P

T h e Practical Sid* of P a u l ' s L o r e for
t h e Young- Converts.

A young man had fallen into loose
habits, and was living a wild, fast
life. Late hours were frequent with
him, and he would pay no regard to

A s we studied chapter three of this
epistle, we caught something of the burden,
or concern, Paul had for the young converts (the whole church at Thessalonica at
this time were really all young converts).

I. Thess. 4.

(To

be

continued.)

In this chapter we see this concern shaping
itself in three great practical themes in relation to their welfare.
1. Personal purity, (vs. 1-8.) Here is
an exceedingly practical portion of the
Word that is not often touched upon in
public. Only in a series of studies like
this, taking the whole book through, is it
probably wise to say much on it. Yet nothing is more needed than plain, fearless,
teaching on this great subject which is
doing so much to undermine society and
our home life. Sit down quietly and read
the portion over and over. M y ! how plainly the apostle speaks! How awful the sin
of impurity! "The Lord is the avenger."
"Rejecteth not man, but God." God keep
us humble and PURE.

2. Brotherly love. Again this important matter is spoken of. See also in the
next chapter. "Ye are taught of God."
The Spirit of Christ in us will take care
that we do love our brethren; but "Oh
brethren," says Paul, " I beseech you let
there be more and more." What a travesty on our holy religion are church quarrels and quarrels between individual Christrans in the face of this teaching. Look
over the whole portion from verse 9 to 12
again and again and see how intensely practical the exhortation is.
3. Your dead in Christ. (13-18.) These
young converts had. yet many things to
learn. Many Christians still are perplexed;
others are full of foolish superstitious notions about the dead, because they have
not heard and have not believed what God
caused to be written for their learning.
Here in verses 13-18 you will find a clear,
definite statement that answers very many
of the questions about your dead in Christ
and leads you to find comfort in your sorrow in the hope of Jesus coming back to
earth again. There is but little to explain.
Read the passage and believe it as you read
and believe other writings. The Holy
Spirit enabled Paul to say what he meant
and not something else. Nor is the writing figurative. Mark the precious words,
"Sleep in Jesus." "With him." "So shall
we ever be with the Lord."
"Wherefore
comfort one another with these words."

MARRIAGES.
W I N G E R B A R N H A R T . On June 16,
1009, in Bertie, at the residence of Samuel
Barnhart, the home of the bride, by A.
Bearss V. D. M., Mr. Chester Winger,
son of Bro. and Sister Samuel Winger, to
Miss Alma Barnhart, daughter of Bro. and
Sister Samuel Barnhart, all of Bertie,
Welland county, Ont.

OBITUARIES.
L I N D E M U T H . Elizabeth
Lindemuth
was born on the old Engle home, in Conoy
township, Lancaster county, Pa., December
15, 1821, and died in Elizabethtown, Pa.,
May 30, 1909, aged 87 years, 5 months and
15 days. She was last of the old Engle
family and is survived by four sons and
seven daughters, forty-three grandchildren,
twenty-six great-grandchildren and one
great, great-grandchild. She was a consistent member of the Brethren in Christ
church for about twenty years, and was an
invalid for about five years, cared for by
two faithful daughters. Funeral was held
at Longenecker's Mennonite church, conducted by J. N. Martin and Rev. Hoverter.
Text, Heb. 5:9. Interment in adjoining
cemetery.

